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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Piano Prelude 
 
All are invited to Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:revdanmorrow@gmail.com
mailto:revaligray@ascension-munich.com
mailto:seniorwarden@ascension-munich.com
mailto:juniorwarden@ascension-munich.com
mailto:vestryclerk@ascension-munich.com
mailto:treasurer@ascension-munich.com
mailto:musicdirector@ascension-munich.com
mailto:safeguardingofficer@ascension-munich.com


3 
 

Opening Hymn | Hark! the herald angels sing Hymn 87 
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Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever. 
Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you 
Celebrant     Let us pray. 
 
O God, you cause this night to shine with the brightness of the holy light of your Son 
Jesus Christ, born as a baby in a manger. In his birth, Jesus brings new hope and 
new life to us and the world. May we live this day and every day in the new hope 
and new life that Jesus brings to us this night. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
   
A Reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 
people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across 
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall 
be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and 
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will 
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
Reader           Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.  
People           Thanks be to God.  
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 Gospel Hymn | O little town of Bethlehem Hymn 78

 
 

Holy Gospel        Luke 2:1-16 
 
Presider The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds 
living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
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the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors!" When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger.  
 
Presider The Gospel of the Savior. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Christmas Story  
Children are invited to come forward to the Manger 
 
  

 

 

 
The Prayers of the People     

Intercessor 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. In this holy night our Savior was born in human flesh. 

Renew your Church as the Body of Christ. Holy God, Holy and Mighty;  

People Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night there was no room for your Son in the inn. Protect with your love those 

who have no home and all who live in poverty. Holy God, Holy and Mighty;  

People Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night Mary, in the pain of labor, brought your Son to birth. Hold in your hand 

all who are in pain or distress. Holy God, Holy and Mighty; 

People Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. Bring comfort to all 

who suffer in the sadness of our world. Holy God, Holy and Mighty;  

People Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night the angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s people on earth.’ Strengthen those 

who work for peace and justice in all the world. Holy God, Holy and Mighty;  

People Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. Give us grace to preach 

the gospel of Christ’s redemption. Holy God, Holy and Mighty;  

People Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in the manger. 

Bless our homes and all whom we love. Holy God, Holy and Mighty; 

People Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven. Hold in 

your hand all those who have passed through death in the hope of your coming kingdom. 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty; 
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People Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night Christians the world over celebrate Christ’s birth. Open our hearts that 

he may be born in us today. Holy God, Holy and Mighty; 

People Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant 

In this holy night angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger throne. Receive the 

worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, Joseph, the shepherds and all the saints through 

him who is your Word made flesh, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

The Peace  
 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you.  
 
All greet one another in the name of the Christ. 
Welcome            
 

The Offertory 
 
Offertory Sentence:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice 
to God.  —Ephesians 5:2 

 

Please offer your gifts to God by making a bank transfer (EUR or USD), scanning this QR code in your PayPal app or by making 
a regular financial commitment to Church of the Ascension using the form http://bit.ly/financial_commitment_2024 . Even a small 

amount given regularly helps. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Doxology | Praise God from whom all blessings flow  

http://bit.ly/financial_commitment_2024
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The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Presider    God dwells in you.  
People    And also in you.  
Presider         Lift up your hearts.  
People           We lift them to the Lord.  
Presider         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People           It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
Presider  
 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 
things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. 
 
You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against 
you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not 
forget us. 
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.  
 
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we say: 
 
Presider and People 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. 
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Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the 
sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself 
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete 
upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it 
to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and 
ourselves, a living sacrifice.  
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of 
Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with all your 
saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet 
prepared from the foundation of the world. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Invitation to Communion  

This is the banquet of Christ. In His kingdom there are no outcasts. Wherever 

you find yourself on the journey of faith, you are welcome at God’s table. 
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Communion Hymns | Away in a manger 

Hymn 101   

 

 

Silent Night, holy night Hymn 111 
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The Postcommunion Prayer BCP p. 365 
   
Presider   Let us pray. 
Presider and People 

 
Eternal God, great Creator, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Closing Hymn | Joy to the world! The Lord is come   Hymn 100 
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The Sending and Blessing 
 

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you now and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
 

Presider Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia 
  

Postlude 

 


