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PRELUDE

All are invited to stand

Opening Hymn | “We gather together” Hymn 433
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1 We gath - er to - geth-er to ask the Lord’s bless - ing;
2 Be - side us to guide us, our God with us join - ing,
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the wick - ed op - press-ing now cease from dis - tress-ing:
s0 from  the be - gin-ning the fight we were  win-ning:
Let thy con-gre - ga-tion es - cape trib - u - la - tion:

sing prais - es to his Name; he for - gets mnot his own.
thou, Lord, wast at our side: all glo - ry  be thine!
thy Name be ev - er praised! O__  Lord, make us  free!

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen!

People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!



The Celebrant and People together

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the
new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the
fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by
their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

People Amen
All are invited to be seated
The Lessons

The First Reading | Acts 4:32-35 Read in German by Reimar
Volker

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and
no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they
owned was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon
them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They
laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133 Ecce, quam bonum! Led by Roger Houghton

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *
when brethren live together in unity!



2 ltis like fine oil upon the head *
that runs down upon the beard,

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.

4 1t is like the dew of Hermon *
that falls upon the hills of Zion.

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: *
life for evermore.

The Second Reading | 1 John 1:1-2:2 Read by Roger Houghton

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what
we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our
hands, concerning the word of life-- this life was revealed, and we have seen it
and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and
was revealed to us-- we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that
you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our
joy may be complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship
with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true;
but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him
a liar, and his word is not in us.

My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But
if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but
also for the sins of the whole world.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Gospel Hymn | “All creatures of our God and King” Hymn 400
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we will singvs 1, 4-5, 7

1 All crea-tures of our God and King, lift up your voic-es, let us
*2 Great rush - ing winds and breez-es soft, you clouds that ride the heavens a -
*3  Swift flow - ing  wa - ter, pure and clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to

4 Dear mo - ther earth, you day by day un - fold your bless-ings on our

5 All you with mer - cy in your heart, for - giv - ing o - thers, take your
*6 And ev - en you, most gen - tle death, wait - ing to hush our fi - nal

7 Let all things their cre - a - tor bless, and wor -ship him in hum - ble-
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4  way, o___ praise him, Al-le - Ju - ia! All flowers and
5 part, Oo__ sing now: Al-le - lu - ial Al you that
6 breath, Oo___ praise him, Al -le - lu - ia! You lead back
7 ness, Oo__ praise him, Al -le - lu - ia! Praise God the
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2 morn, with praise re - joice, stars night-ly shin-ing, find a voice,

3 tense and fierce-ly  bright, you give to us bothwarmth and  light,
4 fruits that in you grow, let them his glo - ry al - so show:
5 pain and sor-row bear, praise God, and cast on him your care:
6 home the child of God, for Christ our Lord that way has trod:
7  Fa - ther, praise the Son, and praise the Spi - rit, Three in One:
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The refrain may be sung antiphonally, by phrase; all join in the final Alleluia.



The Gospel | John 20:19-31

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so | send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord."
But he said to them, "Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe."

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
"Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe."
Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have
life in his name.

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend Daniel Morrow
Silence may be kept.

All are invited to stand

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,



maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People Led by Charlotte Rieger
The Leader and People pray responsively

Intercessor

Let us join our prayers with those of our Savior Christ, seeking the Father's
blessing and the gifts of the Spirit. Jesus Christ, great high priest, living for
ever to intercede for us, pray for the Church, your broken body in the world
Lord, hear us.

People

Lord, graciously hear us.

Intercessor

Jesus Christ, king of righteousness, enthroned at the right hand of the majesty
on high, pray for the world, and make it subject to your gentle rule. Let justice
roll down like waterfalls and peace like a roaring river. May our common life
reflect goodness of your kingdom.

Lord, hear us.

People

Lord, graciously hear us.

Intercessor

Jesus Christ, Son of Man, drawing humanity into the life of God, pray for your
brothers and sisters in need, distress or sorrow. We especially pray for the
people of Ukraine and for all victims of senseless violence.

Lord, hear us.

People

Lord, graciously hear us.

Intercessor

Jesus Christ, pioneer of our salvation, bringing us to glory through your death
and resurrection, surround with your saints and angels those who have died
trusting your promises. Help us to follow their good examples.

Lord, hear us.

People

Lord, graciously hear us.

Intercessor

Jesus Christ, Lord over all things, ascended far above the heavens and filling
the universe, pray for us who receive the gifts you give us for work in your
service. We pray for all deacons, priests and bishops. We pray especially for
Mark, our bishop, and for Michael, the presiding bishop of the Episcopal
Church. For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for our priests Ali and Dan.
May their life and witness bring glory to you.
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Lord, hear us.
People
Lord, graciously hear us.

Celebrant

Jesus Christ, keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of
peace, and bring the whole created order to worship at your feet; Give us
strength to love as you love, to give as you have given, and to bless as you
have blessed. For you are alive and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

People

Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. Please greet only
those in your vicinity by reverently bowing and without moving into the aisles.

Welcome and Announcements

The Offertory
Offertory Sentence:

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and
sacrifice to God. —Ephesians 5:2

Thanks be to God.
Offertory Music

Please offer your gifts to God by making a bank transfer (EUR or USD), scanning this
QR code in your PayPal app or by making a regular financial commitment to Church of
the Ascension using the form form

http://bit.ly/financial commitment 2024 . Even a small amount given regularly helps.

Doxology | “From all that dwell below the skies” Hymnal 380
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The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A, BCP p. 361

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
The celebrant continues

Itis right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has
destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting
life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
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Sanctus | Holy, holy, holy Lord (from “Deutsche Messe”) Hymnal S130
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The celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human
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nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father
of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave
it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People (muted)

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of

your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us

also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the
joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and forever. AMEN.

The celebrant continues

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Vater unser im Himmel
geheiligt werde dein Name.
Dein Reich komme.
Dein Wille geschehe,
wie im Himmel so auf Erden.
Unser tagliches Brot gib uns heute.
Und vergib uns unsere Schuld,
wie auch wir vergeben
unsern Schuldigern.
Und flihre uns nicht in Versuchung,
sondern erldése uns von dem Bdsen.
Denn dein ist das Reich
und die Kraft und die Herrlichkeit
in Ewigkeit. Amen.

Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Invitation to Communion
Celebrant

This is the banquet of Christ. In His kingdom there are no outcasts. Wherever
you find yourself on the journey of faith, you are welcome at God’s table.

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion with Those Worshiping Online
Celebrant and People

Lord Jesus, as you promised to be with us in the bread and wine that is your
body and blood, grant that we may receive you spiritually today into our
hearts, minds and souls. Stay with us; be our companion in the way; kindle our
hearts and awaken hope that we may know you and have confidence in your
loving care, now and forever. Amen.

Notes for Those Making a Physical Communion
14



e We maintain a system of one-way flows. Please remain in your seat until an
usher invites you to move forward up the center aisle.

= For those with gluten allergies, gluten-free communion wafers are
available. Simply ask the priest as communion is offered to you.

*  After receiving the bread, the chalice will be offered. Following convocation
guidelines, intinction (dipping) is not allowed. Please know that the church
has always taught that communion in one kind is a full and valid
communion. If you do not wish to drink from the chalice, you may touch the
chalice as a sign of reverence, stop and bow to the chalice, or simply return
to your seat down the side aisle.

Communion Music

Communion Hymn | “Breathe on me, Breath of God” Hymn 508
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All are invited to stand, as able.

The Postcommunion Prayer BCP p. 365

All are invited to stand, as able.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
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God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue

forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Closing Hymn ["All my hope on God is founded” Hymn 665
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1 known, he a - lone calls my  heart to  be his own.
2 power, hour by hour, is my tem - ple and my tower.
'3 rmore from his store new-born worlds rise and a - dore.
4 stand at his hand; joy doth  wait on his com - mand.
5 call one and all: ye who fol - low shall not fall.

The Sending and Blessing

Celebrant

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, open to you

who believe the gates of everlasting life.
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People Amen.
Celebrant

God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, give
you joy as you share the Easter faith.

People Amen.
Celebrant

God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord,
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.

People Amen.
Celebrant

And the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you now
and remain always.

People Amen.
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude

Please join us in the Parish Hall (Gemeindesaal) following
the worship service for fellowship and refreshments.
We kindly ask for your help in stacking the chairs directly after the service.

Visitors To Ascension

Thank you for joining us in worship today, our hope is that you experienced God's love
and peace. We extend a warm invitation to you to join us for fellowship and
refreshments after the service. This will enable you to get to know more about the
Church of the Ascension community and for us to start to get to know you. Please just
remain in the Parish Hall (Gemeindesaal).
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